
2012-13 Nixa Public Schools Magazine

th
enest

excellence in ac tion
PUBLIC SCHOOLS



2 • 2012-13 Nixa Public Schools Magazine

fa
u

g
h

t
Faught Administration Center

Stephen Kleinsmith, Ed.D, Superintendent of Schools
Phone: 417-875-5400 • Fax: 417-449-3190

Email: skleinsmith@nixaschools.net
Nixa Schools Public Access Cable Channel:

SuddenLink Communications Channel 3

Nixa Public Schools
301 S. Main Street

Nixa, Missouri 65714
www.nixapublicschools.net



2012-13 Nixa Public Schools Magazine • 3

NIXA
904 N. Main St.
724- 8898

32
50

83
bm

www.NixaXpress.com

123 Sherman Way, Ste. 101
P.O. Box 594

Nixa, MO 65714
(417) 725-3745
Fax 725-3683

Ryan Bowling
Editor

editor@nixaxpress.com

Paul Johns
paulj@nixaxpress.com

Tricia Chapman
triciac@ccheadliner.com

Sales

bond issue
Nixa Public Schools adds two FEMA safe 
rooms, expands junior and senior high

Story by Shana Ramsey

Nixa Public Schools has 
seen many changes 
throughout the district 

the past few months. The 
passage of its February 2012 
bond issue allowed the school 
district to begin the process 
of providing more space at 
several school sites.

At Nixa High School, a two-
story addition of approximately 
11,000 square feet is currently 
under construction. The first 
floor will provide two science 
rooms, a computer lab and 
three standard classrooms, a 
set of restrooms and a satellite 
office area.

The upper floor level will 
contain unfinished shell space 
for future expansion. Comple-
tion of this addition is expected 
by May 2013. A phase two 
addition will be voted on in a 
2014 bond issue. That bond 
issue will continue to add more 
space at the high school by 
finishing the shell classrooms 
on its second floor and provide 
a FEMA safe room that will be 
used as additional gym space.

Eagle Stadium also under-
went a major transformation 
this summer. Along with a new 
field house inside the stadium, 
the Eagles will set foot on new 
turf this fall, literally. The 2012 
bond issue allowed an artificial 

turf field to be installed. The 
new classroom wing at the 
high school was built over park-
ing space, so a new parking lot 
was moved to the former band 
practice field. The new turf will 
allow for high traffic and use by 
several organizations without 
wearing down its surface.

Nixa Junior High School will 
have a fresh new look and 
additional space, as well. The 
school will expand pproxi-
mately 23,000 square feet and 
contain two science rooms, a 
computer lab, four standard 
classrooms and a set of new 
restrooms.

Roughly half of the addition 
will be left as unfinished shell 
space for future expansion if 
the 2014 bond issue passes. 
This addition will create a new 
facade for the school on the 
west side. Completion of phase 
one is expected by May 2013.

A phase two addition to 
remodel the entire front of the 
school as well as some internal 
realignment will also be part 
of the planned 2014 bond 
issue. Phase two will include 
a new office area and a new 
commons and kitchen area on 
the south side to create a new 
south facade and entry for the 
school.

A new FEMA safe room 
gym with wrestling and locker 

rooms will also be an option 
the district will consider for the 
phase two expansion. 

The Mathews Elementary 
and Inman Intermediate FEMA 
safe rooms are currently under 
construction and are expected 
to be finished in October, 
2012. High Pointe Elementary 
also saw an additional class-
room completed in one of its 
shell classrooms.

As the district continues to 
grow and expand, expect to 
see more construction across 
the district as it strives to 
accommodate its continued 
population increase, which is 
expected to surpass 6,000 
students this year.

Artificial turf was installed this summer at Eagle Stadium, providing 
a resilient playing surface with little maintenance requirements.
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above and beyond

Story by Shana Ramsey

N ixa Public Schools had another 
great year in 2011-2012 dem-
onstrating “excellence in action” 

once again. Here are just a few of the 
highlights from the school year:

• The district was once again 
awarded the title of “Accredited with 
Distinction” from the state of Mis-
souri’s Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. 

• All of the elementary schools 
achieved above the state average in 
communication arts, mathematics and 
science on the Missouri Assessment 
Program test.

• Nixa Junior High School was 
ranked number one in all MAP-

tested areas when compared to other 
schools in the Central Ozarks Confer-
ence. 

• Nixa High School’s End of Course 
biology scores ranked second 
throughout the entire state of Mis-
souri.

• Senior Devon Smith repeated as 
national champion in Supplemental 
Parliamentary Debate in the National 
Forensic League tournament. The 
team of Alex Bailey and Samantha 
Franks also placed third nationally in 
Public Forum Debate.

• Nixa High School students Nick 
Erwin, Daniel Holmgren and Devon 
Smith earned fifth place in the nation 
in their event at the FBLA Leadership 

Conference.
• Nixa High’s JROTC program 

placed first nationally at the Cadet 
Leadership Camp over the summer.

• Century, Mathews, Summit and 
Inman schools were all recognized for 
their Positive Behavior Intervention 
Support programs.

• Nixa High School’s ACT composite 
score was a record high at a 23.7.

• The Readers Theatre are now state 
champions for their performance.

• Nixa High School is a MSHAA 
Leadership School and a 5-star Lead-
ership Banner Program. Those NHS 
students who participate in a MSH-
SAA sport or activity have an average 
GPA of 3.46.

Repeat national champ Devon Smith leads 2011-12 
academic school year filled with achievements, milestones
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The Nixa Education Foundation lends a 
helping hand across Nixa Public Schools

Story by Shana Ramsey

In July of 2007, under the um-
brella of the Nixa Community 
Foundation and parent organiza-

tion the Community Foundation of 
the Ozarks, the seed was planted 
for the Nixa Education Foundation.

The connection between the 
community and school is crucial 
for the success of the students 
during their school years and the 
NEF enables the legacy of excel-
lence at Nixa Public Schools to 
continue through the support of 
parents, faculty, students and the 
community as a whole.

“NEF is full of exciting possibili-
ties and will continually raise funds 
to support the legacy of learning 
started by our education forefa-
thers,” said Becky Sawyer, NEF 
president.

The mission of the foundation is 
to enhance the education experi-
ence of for everyone in the school 
district including students, fac-
ulty and organizations by raising, 
managing and distributing finan-
cial resources for the educational 

needs of the district. Through the 
gifts of the community, NEF was 
able to award 10 grants this past 
year and more than 25 the past 
three years.

All donations to the foundation 
go back to support NEF’s mis-
sion. NEF is limited only by funds. 
There are many ways to reach 
out and help NEF. Tax deductible 
donations may be mailed to the 
Nixa Education Foundation, online 
through its website as well as 
enrollment in Create Excitement 
for public schools through online 
purchases with Amazon, Grou-
pon and other sites in the Create 

Excitement partnership. A per-
centage of sales from the Create 
Excitement program come back 
to the foundation, which benefits 
Nixa students. Participation is as 
easy as registering on the NEF 
website and clicking on the email 
as the portal to do your online 
shopping.

Throughout the year there will 
be small projects that will provide 
donation opportunities so check 
out the NEF website for more in-
formation on how to get involved. 
For more information about the 
Nixa Education Foundation visit 
www.nixaeducationfoundation.net.

The Nixa Education Foundation handed out 10 grants to help teachers provide special projects for their classes during 
its 2012 gala event.
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“NEF is full of exciting possibilities and 
will continually raise funds to support the 

legacy of learning started by our education 
forefathers.”

-Becky Sawyer, NEF president



6 • 2012-13 Nixa Public Schools Magazine

e
le

m
e

n
ta

ry
 s

ch
o

o
ls

Early Learning Center (pre-K)
301 S. Main St.

Phone: 724-4050
Fax: 724-4068

Principal: Jennifer Tilley

Century Elementary (K-4)
732 E. North St.

Phone: 724-3800
Fax: 725-7475

Principal: Jennifer Chastain

Espy Elementary (K-4)
220 S. Gregg Rd.
Phone: 875-5650

Fax: 725-7448
Principal: Michelle Wilkerson

High Pointe Elementary (K-4)
900 N. Cheyenne Rd.

Phone: 225-1600
Fax: 225-1608

Principal: Marilyn Hanna

Mathews Elementary (K-4)
605 S. Gregg Rd.
Phone: 449-3110

Fax: 725-7474
Principal: Pat Sutherland

John Thomas 
School of Discovery (K-6)

312 N. Market St.
Phone: 875-5600

Fax: 875-5608
Principal: Josh Chastain

Susan Hansche, John Thomas 
School of Discovery teacher
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Inman Intermediate (5-6)

1300 N. Nicholas Rd.
Phone: 449-3210

Fax: 449-3268
Principal: April Hawkins

Summit Intermediate (5-6)
890 N. Cheyenne Rd.

Phone: 724-4000
Fax: 724-4008

Principal: Alysia Ackerman

Heath and Brendan Fusco
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Nixa Junior High School

205 North St.
Phone: 875-5430

Fax: 875-5426
Principal: Lori Wilson

Asst. Principal: Marian House
Asst. Principal: Colby Fronterhouse

Colby Fronterhouse, 
Nixa Junior High 
School assistant 

principal
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Nixa High School (9-12)

514 S. Nicholas Rd.
Phone: 724-3500

Fax: 724-3515
Principal: Mark McGehee

Assoc. Principal: Rick Boyce
Asst. Principal: Patti Arnold

Asst. Principal: Jared Webster

SCORE: Campus of  
Nixa High School

1398 W. Mt. Vernon St.
Phone: 724-4080

Fax: 724-4088
Principal: Cheryl Huson

Hannie Brithen, class of ‘12 
and Swedish foreign 
exchange student



Story by Shana Ramsey

There’s nothing else quite like Nixa Care 
to Learn. The organization provides im-
mediate funding and action to meet any 

emergent health, hunger or hygiene issue that 
the students in Nixa face. For instance, if a child 
comes to school and needs a coat, clothes, 
shoes, a toothbrush, just about anything, NCTL 
is there to help.

There are not a lot of forms or hurdles in-
volved, which makes it an ideal partnership for 
Nixa Public Schools. The funds are readily avail-
able to fulfill the need.

Monetary donations are the best way to help 
Nixa Care to Learn because the organization 
never knows what kind of need will arise—one 
day it may be clothing and the next it may be 
medication or urgent dental needs.

The organization also enjoys very little 
overhead. All donations go to children in need. 
But one of its largest fundraising events is the 
annual Finley River Sertoma Duck Race held 
each year in June. The proceeds of the two-day 
family fun event were split between the Ozark 
and Nixa chapters based on volunteer hours 
and tickets sold.

People are encouraged to donate online and 
learn more about CTL at www.caretolearnfund.org.
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Fireworks explode over Christian County June 30 following the 
Finley River Sertoma Duck Race. The annual event is among the 
largest fundraisers for Nixa Care to Learn.

Good luck to our students
in their academic endeavors.

 From your Nixa 

Public Schools 
Board of Education.
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You’ve
Got To
Be Putting
Us On!™

Supporting Nixa Eagles
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CHEVY

1020 NORTH 18TH STREET • OZARK, MO
www.hankschevrolet.com

“Where You’d Send a Friend”

Dennis Hanks
“Where You’d Send a Friend”“Where You’d Send a Friend”“Where You’d Send a Friend”

 417-581-7513 Ozark, MO

BestBest
DENNIS HANKS CHEVROLET
is proud to sell the #1 Brand
in the Ozarks.

MALIBU -
CRUZE ECO -

TAHOE -

SILERADO -

Best selling car.

Best  Chevy gas mileage. 42 MPG Hwy

Best  selling full size SUV.

Best  Selling full size truck.

Here Today.Here Today.Here Today.Here Today.Here Today.
Here To Stay.

Best

Here To Stay.Here To Stay.Here To Stay.
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Best
#1 Brand

Chevy gas mileage. 42 MPG HwyBestChevy gas mileage. 42 MPG HwyBest
selling full size SUV.

Selling full size truck.
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hall  of  fame
Two more Nixa grads inducted into 

Academic Hall of Fame
Story by Shana Ramsey

Heather Jenkins

In 1992 a woman of 
determination, drive, and 
accountability gradu-

ated from Nixa High School. 
Heather Jenkins is a woman 
of many talents. After gradu-
ating from Nixa High School, 
Jenkins went on to Missouri 
Southern State University 
where she graduated with 
honors in accounting in 
1995, followed by obtain-
ing her CPA certification in 
2001.

Jenkins headed back to 
the Springfield-Nixa area 
where her hard work would 
soon go into full force. Jen-
kins is the owner of Jenkins 
CPA, but Heather’s work 
doesn’t stop there. Jenkins is 
an active member in the Nixa 
Rotary Club serving as the 
current president is a former 
vice-president and treasurer.

“Rotary International’s 
motto is ‘service above self’ 
and Heather lives out this 
motto in all that she does for 
the community,” said Mark 
McGehee, Nixa High School 
principal.

Jenkins has been named 
“Woman of the Year” by the 
Nixa Area Chamber of Com-
merce and is currently an ac-
tive member of the Chamber.

“Heather takes time to 
show each of us how easy it 
is to be an inspiration in our 
city,” said Melissa Slamb, for-
mer member of the Cham-
ber’s board of directors.

Jenkins has also served 
on the board of directors of 
the Nixa Area Chamber of 
Commerce and now serves 
as as an ambassador for 

the Chamber, encourag-
ing business owners and 
operators to be actively 
involved in the community. 
Through the years Jenkins 
has been involved with local 
networking groups such 
as Christian County Select, 
Working Women in Nixa, 
Nixa Business Alliance and 
the NACC’s Adopt-a-Class 
program.

Outside of owning her own 
businesses and community 
involvement, Jenkins and 
her husband Vance joined 
the foster care program and 
have been actively fostering 
three children for the past 
two years. Together they also 
have the joy of raising their 
own three teenagers.

“Everyone has the possibil-
ity when they graduate, but 
only few make that jump to 
excellence,” Slamb said.

Bradley Newberry
Nixa’s class of 1996 grad-

uated a man who set out to 
follow his ambition and excel 
in every aspect of his work—
Dr. Bradley Newberry has 
done just that. 

Entering a competitive 
program at the University 
of Missouri in Kansas City, 
Newberry holds a doctor of 
dental surgery. Throughout 
school, the time Newberry 
spent in and out of the class-
room didn’t go unnoticed.

A former classmate said, 
“I would always find Brad in 
the library or the lab putting 
in the extra hours. He was 
very studious and committed 
to his education.”   

After finishing his school-
ing in six years compared 
to the eight years it takes 

most students to graduate, 
Newberry was admitted to 
a one-year residency in Ad-
vanced Education in General 
Dentistry with the United 
States Air Force. 

But Newberry didn’t stop 
there. Following these ac-
complishments he went on 
to attend Loma Linda Uni-
versity and earned a Maters 
of Science degree along 
with a surgical specialty cer-
tification in endodontics.

Outside of the office New-
berry has made time to give 
back by lending a hand to 
civic and charity events. But 

charitable work is not the 
only place Newberry spends 
his free time. He has served 
on the Greater Springfield 
Dental Society Board, as 
well as the Dental Founda-
tion Board, and lobbies for 
health care for the children 
in Missouri with the local 
dental PAC.

Returning to his roots in 
the Springfield-Nixa area, 
Newberry has started his 
own practice and is sup-
ported by his three children 
and wife Christine.




